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SOUTH PERTH HOSPITAL — SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Member for South Perth 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.56 pm]: Thursday, 22 April will mark 
the sixtieth anniversary of the opening of South Perth Hospital, the only community-owned hospital in Australia. 
Its membership consists mainly of local community leaders and medical professionals who elect a board of 
management, of which I am privileged to be a member. This story of community endeavour dates back to the 
postwar years when South Perth residents included people who had migrated from the United Kingdom who had 
experienced community-based hospitals back home and asked, “Why can’t we do it here?” It was a time when 
South Perth was slowly becoming urbanised. The nearest hospital was Royal Perth Hospital and the only way to 
get there was across the Causeway. So the South Perth Community Centre Association was formed and, very 
soon, a hospital building fund was launched. Locals pledged their support by pledges from buying a brick to 
committing amounts of 2s to £1 a week. Volunteers knocked on doors to collect these pledges. So impressed was 
the government of the day that it came up with the funds needed to build the hospital. On its opening in 1956, the 
government gave the community the authority to operate that hospital. 

In 1959, with the population booming, the government encouraged the hospital to go into obstetrics. Thousands 
of babies were born there until the service was closed down in 2002. The hospital now provides acute services 
for medical and surgical cases, and operates seven days a week, 24 hours a day, with in-patients and day care. In 
2009, the hospital was rated the best in Australia in a patient satisfaction survey conducted by Medibank Private. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M. Cowper): Thank you, member for South Perth. Wonderful people were born 
in that hospital. 
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